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SUBMISSION OF SWORN TRANSLATIONS OF PRIORITY DOCUMENT 



Sir: 



O 

r~ 
o 

CD 
-< 
O 

m 



Further to the Amendment filed June 28, 2 000, z 
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Applicants are submitting herewith copies of sworn Engli 
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translations of the following priority documents: 

Japanese Patent Application No. 6-340264 filed 
December 29, 1994; 

Japanese Patent Application No. 6-340266 filed 
December 29, 1994; 

Japanese Patent Application No. 6-340267 filed 
December 29, 1994; and 

Japanese Patent Application No. 6-340268 filed 
December 29, 1994. 
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Thus, Applicants are entitled to an effective 
filing date of December 29, 1994, for the subject matter 
disclosed in those Japanese priority applications. It is 
submitted that this establishes an effective filing date 
earlier than the October 20, 1995, effective filing date of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,731,828 ( Ishinaqa et al . ) for that subject 
matter . 

Thus, in addition to the patentability arguments 
presented in the Amendment filed June 28, 2000, the filing 
hereby of copies of the sworn translations of the priority 
documents obviates the § 102 rejection of the supported 
claims . 

Favorable consideration and an early passage to 
issue are respectfully requested. 

Applicants ' undersigned attorney may be reached in 
our Washington, D.C. office by telephone at (202) 530-1010. 
All correspondence should be directed to our address given 
below . 



Respectfully submitted, 
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Attq^rney for Applicants 
Registration No. 33,628 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York, 10112-3801 
Facsimile: (212) 218-2200 
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